Communities in control: real people, real power implementation
The case for people and communities having more power
	commitment
	outcome and timing

	Duty to promote democracy
	Local authorities will have a statutory duty to promote democratic understanding and participation; Community Empowerment, Housing and Economic Regeneration (CEHER) Bill – part of the Government’s Draft Legislative Programme 2008

	Extension of duty to involve
	The current duty will be extended to new agencies and bodies; CEHER Bill

	Empowering the Frontline Taskforce
	To consider the role of the public sector workforce in empowering users and residents; More details to be announced in Autumn 2008, final report 2010

	Empowerment Fund
	At least £7.5m to be reinvested to support existing third sector national organisations to help local communities turn ideas into practical action; Consultation published alongside the White Paper. Launch in late 2008


Active citizens and the value of volunteering

	commitment
	outcome and timing

	Take Part local pathfinders
	Pilot programme to help people participate in their local areas; Set up December 2008, delivery from January 2009

	Communitybuilders Fund 
	£70m investment in community led organisations across England; 2010-2011


Access to information

	commitment
	outcome and timing

	Places Database
	Making the Places Database public; Autumn 2008

	Supporting local authorities to make their data more available
	Work with Local Government Association and the Improvement and Development Agency to support local authorities to share their information with citizens, including piloting; Aim to select pilot areas in Autumn 2008

	Digital Mentor Scheme
	Pilots in deprived areas to improve general literacy in information and Communications Technologies; 2009

	Innovation in new technologies
	Supporting rage of innovation including deliberative engagement with government or innovation in community and social media; Spring 2009


Having an influence

	commitment
	outcome and timing

	Duty for councils to respond to petitions
	Councils will have to respond to petitions, including electronic petitions, in relation to local authority functions or other public service where Councils shares delivery responsibility; CEHER Bill

	Councillor Call for Action
	Publish guidance on promoting the powers for Councillors; End of 2008

	Participatory budgeting
	Publication of a National Strategy on participatory budgeting to set out how the Government’s aspiration to have participatory budgeting in all local authorities will be achieved; Autumn 2008

	Community safety participatory budgeting pilots
	Pilot the use of participatory budgeting in community safety funds and consider whether money recovered from criminals can be used in this way; Policing Green Paper

	Voting incentives
	Local authorities to provide voting incentives in local elections; CEHER Bill

	Right to appeal decisions on establishing local (parish) councils
	Right of appeal where a community’s proposal to establish a local council is not agreed; CEHER Bill

	Bye-laws
	Authorities, including some parish councils, will be able to make certain bye-laws without scrutiny from central government; Forthcoming consultation

	Service transformation and efficiency
	Working with the Local Government Association and the Regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnerships to embed empowerment in projects supported by £115m capital funds for efficiency and service transformation; Money for projects will be distributed between 2008-2009 and 2010-2011

	Planning
	Up to £6.5m to further assist community involvement in planning; To be implemented 2009-2011

	Choice based lettings
	Expansion of programme with an extra £2m until 2010 to give more tenants more choice over where they live; Choice based lettings round ends in October 2008. funding allocated in Spring 2009

	Empowering young people
	Young advisors to have direct access to the Secretary of State for CLG; Autumn 2008

A programme for young people to shadow government ministers; Summer 2009

£6m investment to create a new national body for youth leadership to include working with CLG to create a programme of internships for young people to work with local councillors; Final proposals in Summer 2008

Establishing Young Muslims’ Advisory Group; Summer 2008


Challenge

	commitment
	outcome and timing

	Scrutiny of public officials
	Public officials will be subject to scrutiny from local communities, and petitions can be used to hold local officials to account; CEHER Bill

	Higher visibility of Overview and Scrutiny
	Councils will be encouraged to consider new ways of working with scrutiny, and powers of overview and scrutiny committees will be enhanced; CEHER Bill

	Expanding the role of Local Involvement Networks (LINks)
	Pilots invited to expand remit beyond health and social care; July 2008-May 2010. arrange, manage and evaluate pilots

	Directly elected mayors
	Consult on making it easier to have a directly elected mayor; CEHER BIll


Redress
	commitment
	outcome and timing

	Local government ombudsman (LGO)
	The jurisdiction of the LGO will be reviewed to make sure that they have the right amount of flexibility to work with partners, and that any limitations are in the genuine interests of local people; Summer 2008 Review, CEHER Bill Autumn if needed

	Community Contracts
	Extension of the current pilots for six months; Pilots will run until the end of 2008

	Community pledgebanks
	Establish pilots to look at how community pledgebanks can help deliver local priorities; 2009

	Redress Review
	To look at redress arrangements across the public sector; Reporting early 2009


Standing for Office
	commitment
	outcome and timing

	Positive image of councillors
	Potential changes to the publicity code; Summer 2008: Consultation, Autumn 2008: Guidance

	Remote voting
	Enabling councillors to participate in meetings and vote remotely; CEHER Bill

	Time off for public duties
	Consultation on extending the right to time off to more roles; Summer 2008: Consultation, April 2009: secondary legislation

	Employers’ information pack
	Better information for employers about benefits of civic roles for their staff; Spring 2009

	Information on civic roles
	Make it easier for people to find information on ways to be active in civic roles in their communities; Summer 2009

	Review of accreditation for civic roles
	Find out what relevant qualifications and modules exist to see what could be repackaged or built upon; Autumn 2008: informal consultation, By Summer 2009: programme of accreditation

	Amendment to Widdicombe rules
	Changes to rules on politically restricted posts; CEHER Bill


Ownership and control

	commitment
	outcome and timing

	Asset Transfer Unit
	Establish a unit that will provide information and expertise on transfer to community management of assets or ownership; Autumn 2008

	Community Land Trusts
	Making Community Land Trusts more effective in securing future of community assets; Consultation summary to be published Winter 2008

	Social Enterprise Unit
	New unit in CLG to champion the knowledge and expertise of social enterprises; Launch in Autumn 2008


