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Membership Benefits
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· INFORMATION - being in the know - Whether you want to know about what’s going on in your neighbourhood, community or further a field, you can gain access to local and District information through VOX. We can also supply you with regional, national and government news, plans and policy. We provide up to the minute, accurate information to you through VOX reports, bulletins and briefings, our database and website, via email, Neighbourhood Networks and events.

· ADVICE - promoting knowledgeable communities - VOX is here to encourage the involvement of the whole community and help to do that by providing advice and signposting across both geographic and interest communities as the District’s Community Empowerment Network. We also do this through Neighbourhood Networks, on a one-to-one basis or at a group or other relevant level.

· CONSULTATION & INVOLVEMENT - active engagement - If you’ve got something to say about how things are run and you want to be listened to, this is where it happens. VOX occupies a unique position as Wakefield District’s Community Empowerment Network. We exist to open the lines of communication between the people who plan and provide our services and the people who use them. We operate in both arenas to act as a connector between the two.
· SUPPORT - we’re on hand - We are here to support you and your area by being the Community Empowerment Network and through Neighbourhood Networks. We are available and here to help and encourage our members, representatives and the community as a whole through a variety of means including help with expenses and our Access Fund in certain circumstances, amongst other ways.
· PRACTICAL HELP - we’re hands on - VOX is here to assist you with our know-how and skills. We can give you flexible and appropriate practical help when you need it in many different ways through other members and representatives and through the facilitation of our staff or with our equipment.

· REPRESENTATION - getting your voice heard - VOX is accountable to, and works on behalf of, its membership. By raising the views and opinions of all the membership VOX has a meaningful, significant and effective voice. This voice is heard through different mechanisms from consultation, through neighbourhood management and at many levels including the Wakefield District Partnership amongst others.
· TRAINING - the knowledge agenda - We offer training within the Community Empowerment framework. Our unique position in the area combined with a common purpose gives us an exclusive understanding of the District. We can provide you with effective and up to date needs led training through talks, seminars, group work, workshops and our How Wakefield Works© package.
· EVENTS - getting together - We value and believe in the concept of meeting, sharing and learning. VOX members, representatives and workers organise, attend and actively participate in a variety of events from conferences to networking, consultation and partner agencies meetings, events and activities as well as contributing to the Wakefield District Partnership.
· PROMOTION - get your message out there - You can reach a wider audience as a VOX member. We can promote and advertise you, your concerns, your area and your work through our magazine, e-bulletin, and website and at every level in the District from neighbourhoods to the District Partnership through our networks, word of mouth and representation.

· EQUIPMENT - things you need to get the job done - We have a vast array of kit, tools and apparatus available to all members on loan and free of charge. These include, amongst other things: laptops, projectors, OHP (Overhead Projector), PA (Public Address) System, megaphone, gazebo, flip chart stands, display boards, a portable loop system and a Braille printer.
· HELPING OTHERS - supporting the community and voluntary sectors - When you become a member of VOX you strengthen the Community and Voluntary Sectors. You create a louder voice and increase the significance of that voice. It’s not lip service, its action and as a result we are able to take on a greater role in public service delivery. Together we make more of a difference.
· PARTNERSHIP - working together - When we work in partnership it shows that we are not working in isolation; that we are communicating with other projects and we are informed about what’s going on in our area. Some funding organisations, especially larger ones, will only fund projects that can demonstrate that they are networking, that is exchanging ideas and interacting and cooperating with others.
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