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VOX activities
Third Sector review – VOX is contributing to this review which is currently taking place and focuses on the future role of Third Sector organisations in the District including voluntary and community groups and organisations. It is focussing on funding, support needs, the ability to deliver and inform the delivery of services in communities and neighbourhoods etc. The next draft of the review is likely to be available by 13th. November. To obtain a copy contact Lis Heptonstall on 01977 691923 email: lis@voxnet.org.uk

· Engagement Review - this is currently being led by the Duty to Involve group and is responding to the development of the 7 area based delivery model and how engagement will take place at area and neighbourhood level in the future.
· Airedale, Ferry Fryston & Townville Neighbourhood Network had its first meeting in September and has now completed the work on its Constitution.
·  Work to develop a Wakefield Rural Neighbourhood Network, which will incorporate Sitlington, West Bretton, Woolley and Notton is underway. Groups in the area will be contacted shortly to identify key themes and projects they may wish to develop, or if you are a group or individual interested in getting involved in this Network please contact VOX on 01977 691922.
· “Let’s engage” -  what’s happening on engagement  - VOX Convention Tuesday 1st’ December starts 1.00pm with lunch Wakefield Town Hall .
Wakefield Together and partners
· Agreement in principle has taken place at the Wakefield Together Board to organise all the key services that are delivered in the District, where practicable on a 7 area based delivery model. The delivery areas will be based largely on the areas currently covered by the 7 Neighbourhood Policing teams. It is anticipated the model will be rolled out from 1st. April 2010.
· Colleagues in the Partnerships and Performance team have done some work on estimating the annual total spend in the District by public sector organisations – it amounts to £2.58  billion and there are up at least 49 statutory bodies involved.
· The Comprehensive Area Assessment of the performance of the Wakefield Together Partners by the Audit Commission is due to be published on 10th. December.
Issues from the Networks 
· Network members are working with the respective police teams and attending the Neighbourhood Policing (PACT) meetings in the different Network areas. Common issues being identified are drugs and anti social behaviour including underage drinking, speeding, play area vandalism and traffic problems.  

· Waste Management, Collection and Recycling Teams have over the last few months worked closely with the different Network members to resolve some of the previous issues. However, fly tipping has increased in certain parts of the Wakefield City area (Wakefield Fire and Rescue Service and the environmental teams have been notified).

· Accessible, reliable public transport, with appropriate connections to and from respective business parks, schools and leisure facilities still remains a concern. Feedback to Metro has been given about current reconfiguration of services through Pinderfields Hospital.

· Network members are working with the Highways Team to identify potential road safety hazards and parking problems. 

· Network members are also working with the Wakefield Council’s Regeneration Team to feedback concerns and comments about the ongoing regeneration projects within the Wakefield City area. 

Consultations
· Police Consultation: Equality Schemes

The preparation of a new Equality Schemes will allow West Yorkshire Police and The Police Authority to focus on the needs and expectations of people with characteristics protected by equality duties or anti-discrimination laws. This consultation and linked events are aimed at organisations and community groups that work with, or represent, such individuals.

If you are a member of a community group or organisation that works with or represents individuals who have an interest in the development of the Police Equality Schemes, you can request a copy of the consultation questionnaire from VOX by ringing 01977 691922 or by emailing info@voxnet.org.uk. The deadline for responses to the questions in this document is Friday 15 January 2010. Early responses are encouraged as these will help inform the discussions at the face to face events.

Wakefield Consultation Events (places must be pre-booked) 
Friday 13 November 2009, St Swithun's Community Centre
Main Event: 10.00 am - 1.00 pm close and lunch
Youth Event: 1.00 pm for lunch - 4.00 pm close
For further information or to book a place for this event telephone or email:
Sharon Waugh Tel: 01924 294021 Email: sw1@wypa.pnn.police.uk 

Distributions
· The Coalfields Regeneration Trust want you to pass this on to your groups.  Their small grant scheme "Bridging the Gap" offers grants to groups from £500 to £5,000 for projects that can be completed within 12 months. 

         A group can have one grant in any 12-month period and each application must be for a different activity.  The application process is simple with a decision within 12 weeks. 

     For more information visit www.coalfields-regen.org.uk   

· Comic Relief grants are available from the Community Foundation for Calderdale. Grants

are up to £10,000 to address two priorities: - projects that increase access to sport and exercise for people who face social exclusion and isolation; projects that help people who are experiencing difficulties in their lives. Closing date - 30th. November.
      For more information contact 01422 438738 or www.cffc.co.uk or email grants@cffc.co.uk

VOX Neighbourhood Networks and Partnerships bring together voluntary and community groups and individual community members with statutory organisations in specific parts of the district. Supported by the VOX Community Engagement Team these networks exist to enable communities to have a greater say in what happens in their area, identifying and tackling local issues as well as giving an opportunity to share information.
VOX Neighbourhood Networks and Partnerships meet both monthly and bi - monthly
Full notes of all Network Meetings along with future meeting dates and other information are available on the VOX website: www.voxnet.org.uk
For further information or if you would like to utilise the Networks please contact: Wajid Khan on 01977 691924 email: wajid@voxnet.org.uk or Lis Heptonstall on 01977 691923 email: lis@voxnet.org.uk
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