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VOX activities

· Third Sector Review: VOX is contributing to this review which is currently taking place and focuses on the future role of Third Sector organisations in the District including voluntary and community groups and organisations. It is focussing on funding, support needs, the ability to deliver and inform the delivery of services in communities and neighbourhoods etc. The Third Sector Review Group met on the 19 November and a further draft is to be produced by the 17 December. To obtain a copy contact Lis Heptonstall on 01977 691923 email: lis@voxnet.org.uk

· Engagement Review: this is currently being led by the Duty to Involve Group and is responding to the development of the 7 area based delivery model and how engagement will take place at area and neighbourhood level in the future. The latest draft paper on the matter was considered by the Group on 2 December, the draft paper will then go to the Wakefield Together Executive on 10 December and to the Wakefield Together Board on 17 December.
· Networks and Partnerships: Work to develop a Wakefield Rural Neighbourhood Network, which will incorporate Sitlington, West Bretton, Woolley and Notton, is underway. Groups in the area will be contacted shortly to identify key themes and projects they may wish to develop, or if you are a group or individual interested in getting involved in this Network please contact VOX on 01977 691922.
Wakefield Together and partners

· Agreement in principle has taken place at the Wakefield Together Board to organise all the key services that are delivered in the District, where practicable, on a 7 area based delivery model. The delivery areas will be based largely on the areas currently covered by the 7 Neighbourhood Policing teams. Work is still going on between partners to finalise the geographical boundaries of the seven areas taking into account feedback from partners and networks.

· Colleagues in the Partnerships and Performance Team have done some work on estimating the annual total spend in the District by public sector organisations – it amounts to £2.58  billion and there are up at least 49 statutory bodies involved.

· The Comprehensive Area Assessment of the performance of the Wakefield Together Partners by the Audit Commission is due to be published on 10 December 2009.

Issues from the Networks 
· Network members are working with the respective police teams and attending the Neighbourhood Policing (PACT) meetings in the different Network areas. Common issues being identified are drugs and anti social behaviour including underage drinking, speeding, play area vandalism and traffic problems.  

· Waste Management, Collection and Recycling Teams have over the last few months worked closely with the different Network members to resolve some of the previous issues. However, fly tipping has increased in certain parts of the Wakefield City area (Wakefield Fire and Rescue Service and the environmental teams have been notified).

· Accessible, reliable public transport, with appropriate connections to and from respective business parks, schools and leisure facilities still remains a concern. Feedback to Metro has been given about current reconfiguration of services through Pinderfields Hospital.

· Network members are working with the Highways Team to identify potential road safety hazards and parking problems.

· Network members are also working with the Wakefield Council’s Regeneration Team to feedback concerns and comments about the ongoing regeneration projects within the Wakefield City area.
· There are concerns around the travel centres being closed at Castleford and Pontefract Bus Stations from 31 December and the problems this might cause for all those who use public transport in particular the elderly and disabled.

Consultations

· Draft Rural Strategy
The Draft Rural Strategy aims to help strengthen and regenerate the rural parts of the district and to ensure its rural nature is enhanced to benefit existing residents, to retain and attract investment to the district, counter deprivation and poor access to services, improve the built and natural environment and benefit the district as a whole.
The largely rural former coalfield areas of the south east of the district remain a priority for regeneration measures e.g. by developing and implementing the Green Corridor Strategic Framework and Spatial Plan, but the importance to the district as a whole of retaining and enhancing the balance between the urban and rural areas is also recognised.

The draft Strategy draws on the existing Economic Regeneration Strategy, the Local Development Framework and the Regional Rural Framework and the consultation is intended to improve the Strategy itself and to develop a more practical Action Plan to be implemented over the next three years. A revised draft will be subject to further consultation in January 2010.  Here is a link to the Draft Rural Strategy document: www.wakefield.gov.uk/Planning/Regeneration/default.htm 

Comments and suggestions are welcomed by Thursday 10 December 2009 to:
Roger Kojan, Policy Manager, Strategic Housing and Economic Development, Wakefield Council Regeneration Services, Newton Bar, Wakefield WF1 2TX or email rkojan@wakefield.gov.uk or telephone 01924 305822.

Police Consultation: Equality Schemes
The preparation of a new Equality Schemes will allow West Yorkshire Police and The Police Authority to focus on the needs and expectations of people with characteristics protected by equality duties or anti-discrimination laws. This consultation and linked events are aimed at organisations and community groups that work with, or represent, such individuals.
If you are a member of a community group or organisation that works with or represents individuals who have an interest in the development of the Police Equality Schemes, you can request a copy of the consultation questionnaire from VOX by ringing 01977 691922 or by emailing info@voxnet.org.uk. The deadline for responses to the questions in this document is Friday 15 January 2010. Early responses are encouraged as these will help inform the discussions at the face to face events.
Distributions

· The Coalfields Regeneration Trust wants you to pass this on to your groups. Their small grant scheme "Bridging the Gap" offers grants to groups from £500 to £5,000 for projects that can be completed within 12 months. A group can have one grant in any 12 month period and each application must be for a different activity. The application process is simple with a decision within 12 weeks. For more information visit www.coalfields-regen.org.uk
· The Community Foundation for Wakefield District operates the Grassroots Grants Scheme. Groups can apply for grants between £250 and £5,000 any time between August 2008 and December 2010.  The grants are intended to benefit the community so can be very wide ranging, including the purchase of equipment, support for community events, training and staffing costs, overhead and rent costs etc. The small grants scheme (£250 to £900) is a rolling programme, with no grant deadlines, so you can apply at any time.  The standard grants scheme (£901 to £5,000) has a deadline every two months.  The next deadline for receipt of completed applications is January. For more information visit www.communityfoundationwakefield.co.uk
VOX Neighbourhood Networks and Partnerships bring together voluntary and community groups and individual community members with statutory organisations in specific parts of the district. They exist to enable communities to have a greater say in what happens in their area, identifying and tackling local issues as well as giving an opportunity to share information.

For further information or if you would like to utilise the Networks please contact: Kathryn Arckless on 01977 691925 or email: kathryn@voxnet.org.uk; Wajid Khan on 01977 691924 or email: wajid@voxnet.org.uk or Lis Heptonstall on 01977 691923 or email: lis@voxnet.org.uk
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